
           Bookshop news June 2010 

 

Dear booklovers, 

I hope you are all enjoying the summer weather –and have at least a 

little time to sit in the garden with a good book! I hope you can find 

something to tempt you here.  Do let me know if you have read 

something interesting that I can mention next time. 

 

Books of the month  

 

Travelling Well by Steven Croft and Stephen 

Cottrell.  Church House Publishing,  2003 

 

 

 

 The authors’ names give confidence (Stephen Cottrell is Bishop of Reading, and Steve Croft is head 

of Fresh Expressions) and the book opens at page after page of encouragement – ‘change for the 

better’ might be the subtitle – in relationships with people and above all with God. For this is an 

outer and an inner journey: a practical, inviting guide to travel in good company. 

  For many, the key use will be applying faith to daily life: using the gifts we have, encouraging others 

to believe in their own gifts, and being able to make this journey together. There are practical 

helpful ideas, enormous encouragement, prayers, readings, poetry, and illustrations – the senses are 

brought into play, so that prayer is fresh and our understanding is enlarged. 

“The church is never a place, but always a people; never a fold, but always a flock; never a sacred 

building, but always a believing assembly.  The Church is you who pray, not where you pray. A 

structure of brick and marble can no more be a Church than your clothes of serge or satin can be 

you.” (anon)   

  These words could never be said too often: that this book included them as the opening to a 

chapter called ‘Travelling Together’ really illustrates the authors’ themes and intentions. I have 

found it a stimulating read, a book that I shall keep close at hand, ready to lend to others, and to re-



inspire my own thinking. Like a glass of cool spring water on a hot day, it has the quality of lifting the 

spirits, and of re-energising the soul, with an unforced clarity that will continue to delight.  

Reviewed byLavender Buckland LLM  

Mention the Bookshop News to order at the special price of £7.99 (rrp £8.99) and post free. 

 

 

John Barton, What is the Bible? SPCK 2009 

¢ǿƻ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŎƘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ȅƴƻŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ Ψǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ Χ noting that the 400th anniversary in 2011 of the 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǾŀƭǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǊŜ ΨǿƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ƛǎ ƛǘΚΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΚΩ ¢ƘŜ ŀƎƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

contemporary Anglicanism are mostly caused by rushing past these questions as if they did not 

exist. 

 

John Barton, Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture at Oxford University, has written a 

sympathetic, wise and unthreatening book on these questions. Now published in a third edition, it 

deserves to be widely known and read by thoughtful Christians. The whole gamut of topics 

provoked by the Bible receives insightful coverage ς everything from how the Bible came into 

being, how internal unity and diversity can be detected, how constructive biblical criticism 

enhances a realistic reading of the text, and how inspiration and authority can be defined within 

the envelope of a vibrant and energetic Christian faith for our own times.  

Those who suspect that sexism is alive and well in the Bible will find food for thought here. Those 

who worry about Biblical faith and politics will find raw material to nourish their thinking. 

aŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƻƭǳƳŜΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ 

the Bible may be a joy to the Christian and an irritant to the atheist; it is certainly an invitation to 

ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ όǇΦ моύ !ƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΥ Ψ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜΦ Χ LŦ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ 

either he tried to provide a perfect [historical] account but failed, or that was not his intention 

anyway. The question is not what kind of Bible we think we ought to have, but what kind of Bible 

ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘΦΩ όǇΦ т7) 

 

! ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōƻƻƪǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀǎŜΗ 

Reviewed by Professor David Catchpole, Visiting Scholar, Sarum College 

Mention the Bookshop News to order at the special price of £8.99 (rrp £9.99) 

and post free. 



special offers 

 

There are some great offers on Common Worship at the moment.  Now is a good time to stock up 

on the standard red or black small Common Worship normally priced at £17.50 ς now just £7.50 

Now could also be the time to buy a leather version – white, tan or black – normally priced at £45 - 

£50 they are now just £15  

 

 

!ǎ ǿŜ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǎŀȅ ΨDƻƻŘōȅŜΩ ǘƻ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 5ŀǾƛŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ special 

offer on his books. 

The Lion Companion to Church Architecture  

 David Stancliffe    Special offer price £17.50  (rrp £20.00) 
 

Bishop David’s substantial and lavishly illustrated guide through two thousand 
years of Christian history, theology and liturgy as exemplified in the 
architecture of church buildings. A vast number of the 500 photographs are his 
own and show how widely travelled he is throughout Europe as he writes 
knowledgeably and enthusiastically of the buildings in question. 

 

 

The Pilgrim 

Prayerbook   

David Stancliffe   

Continuum  2
nd

 edition 2003  

£15.50  (rrp £16.99) 

 

 

 

 

 

This book is a book to have by you at all times.  David Stancliffe says in the 

preface “the material here is selected and arranged on the conviction that you learn to pray not by 

reading books about praying, but by actually praying.  Like doing anything else, we learn by doing it 

ourselves…and that means praying with your fellow Christians through the ages from the time of 

Christ to the present.” 



The book begins with ‘Prayers all Christians pray’ – Our Father, the Apostles’ Creed, The Beatitudes 

and so forth. Then there is a pattern for daily prayer for each day of the week. Then follow the 

Eucharist, the Christian Year, Sacramental Themes and Prayer through the Ages, with a final coda of 

quick prayers.  

This is also an ideal Confirmation gift.   

 

God’s Pattern: shaping our worship, ministry and life 

David Stancliffe  SPCK 2003  £11.99 (rrp £12.99) 

From the Foreword by Dr Rowan Williams:  ‘This enormously readable and 
attractive book offers new perspectives on all sorts of things, from the 
importance of singing to the theology of ordained ministry .  It is a fine refresher 
course for any Christian, and a very good book to put into the hands of anyone 
who wonders what sort of difference it makes to your life to be a baptized 

believer.  Vivid analogies abound, unexpected insights on familiar things and stories; we  are 
introduced into a wonderfully large and abundant world. Here is Christian faith and practice 
presented not as a scheme or rule to follow but as, simply, life in the new creation.’ 

 

 Just arrived  

 

A New Kind of Christianity   

Brian McLaren  Hodder and Stoughton 2010    £11.99 

This book is already proving popular in the shop. 

Brian McLaren, described as ‘voice of the Christian emergent movement’, poses ten 

controversial questions: 

What is the overarching storyline of the Bible? 

What is the Gospel? 

Why is sexuality such a divisive issue among Christians? 

How should followers of Jesus relate to people of other religions? 

McLaren gives his own responses to these questions, inviting the reader to a new and generous way 

of thinking about Christianity. 

 



 

Newman’s Unquiet Grave: The Reluctant Saint 

John Cornwell   Continuum, 2010   £18.99 

John Henry Newman was the most eminent English-speaking Christian thinker and 
writer of the past two hundred years. James Joyce hailed him the 'greatest' prose 
stylist of the Victorian age. 

 
A problematic campaign to canonise Newman started fifty years ago. After many delays John Paul II 
declared him a 'Venerable'. Then Pope Benedict XVI, a keen student of Newman’s works, pressed for 
his beatification. But was Newman a 'Saint'? In Newman's Unquiet Grave John Cornwell (author of A 
Thief in the Night and IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ tƻǇŜ) tells the story of the chequered attempts to establish Newman's 
sanctity against the background of major developments within Catholicism. His life was marked by 
personal feuds, self-absorption, accusations of professional and artistic narcissism, hypochondria, 
and same-sex friendships that at times bordered on the apparent homo-erotic. 
 
John Cornwell investigates the process of Newman's elevation to sainthood to present a highly 
original and controversial new portrait of the great man's life and genius for a new generation of 
religious and non-religious readers alike.  

 

 

 

 Gaza beneath the bombs  

The Israeli offensive in Gaza was described by Amnesty international as '22 days 
of death and destruction'. Sharyn Lock's eyewitness account brings home the 
horror of life in Gaza beneath the bombs. 

Sharyn went to the Gaza strip with the Free Gaza Movement, thinking the 
greatest danger she faced was making it past the Israeli sea blockade in a fishing 
boat, but soon after her arrival Israel attacked Gaza's 1.5 million inhabitants by 
land, air and sea. With others from the International Solidarity Movement, 

Sharyn volunteered with Palestinian ambulances, assisting them as they faced overwhelming civilian 
casualties. Her candid and dramatic blogs from Gaza gave the world an insight into the conflict that 
the mainstream media - unable to enter Gaza - couldn't provide. 

Gaza: Beneath the Bombs provides a view of Gaza difficult to glimpse from outside - of a people who 
face their oppression not only with courage but with humour. 

 



 Coming soon ɀ orders taken  
 

 

 

 

Many of our customers enjoyed ‘Reflections for Daily Prayer’, one of the few Daily Bible Reading 

Notes to follow the lectionary.  There were a lot of disappointed customers when this ceased 

publication, so we are delighted that Church House Publishing will be resuming publication, in an 

annual format.  The first issue will be out in time for Advent, and will cover 1st Dec 2010 to 30th Nov 

2011.  Do let us know if you would like us to order you a copy – it will be popular!  There will also be 

a special issue for Lent.  

 

 

Sing & Praise SCM Canterbury 

This year sees the publication of a new hymn book.  Many standard hymn books in 
use today seem old-fashioned, even those recently published. Keeping up to date 
is tricky as many new compositions enjoy a brief spell in vogue and then drop out 
of use altogether.  

Here, an experienced team of church musicians and liturgists, representing a wide 
variety of tastes, has selected the very best of recently written hymn, song and short chant 
compositions. Many are today’s classics that have proved their staying power and are widely used in 
both traditional and informal styles of worship, though for the most part cannot be found in hymn 
books. 

This selection will complement many existing hymnals including Common Praise, Hymns Ancient & 
Modern, The New English Hymnal, Hymns Old and New, Hymns and Psalms, Rejoice and Sing, Baptist 
Praise and Worship, and others. 

Churches will be able to broaden their repertoire substantially without the cost of replacing their 

standard hymn books.  – to include hymns by writers such as: 

 

 

 



Diaries and lectionaries 

 

If you already have appointments for 2011, you need a diary!  We have the Canterbury desk diaries 

in stock, as well as loose-leafed versions for personal organisers.  The SPCK pocket diaries, in a range 

of colours, will be in stock in July, together with the Parson’s Pocket Books.  Lectionaries for the next 

church year are already in the shop.  Stock up next time you are in or ask us to post them to you. 

 

 

Events 

 

A date for the diary ς July 29th at 4pm.   

 

We are very excited to announce the publication of a new book of 

Michael Mayne’s previously unpublished sermons and addresses. 

Many people in the Diocese knew Michael  Mayne personally as a long 

term resident of Salisbury, or through his highly popular books such as 

‘A Year Lost and Found’, ‘Learning to Dance’ and ‘The Enduring 

Melody’.  His supporters will be delighted to find new material, put 

together by Joel Huffstetler to create To Trust and to Love: sermons  

and addresses, published by Darton, Longman and Todd.  The 

royalties for the book will be paid to the Medical Foundation for the 

Care of Victims of Torture, in  memory of Michael, who was Head of 

Religious Programmes, BBC Radio and Dean of Westminster before 

retiring to Salisbury. 

A book launch will be held at Sarum College on 29th July at 4pm with 

tea and cake, at which both Canon Mark Bonney and Alison Mayne will speak.  All welcome. If you 

can let the shop know you are coming, that will help make sure we have enough cake!  Email 

bookshop@salisbury.ac.uk  Do support this if you can, if you are within range of Salisbury.  It would 

be lovely to have a good number of people.  The event will finish in time for anyone who wishes to 

attend Choral Evensong at 5.30pm. Reduced price on this book and Michael Mayne’s other works on 

the day. 

 

 

 

mailto:bookshop@salisbury.ac.uk


 

We have had two recent book launches.  The first was for Peter Tyler’s book and was a very happy 

occasion.  It was lovely to see Peter in college again. Peter was of course the first Director of our MA 

in Christian Spirituality. 

 

 St John of the Cross 

Peter Tyler,  Continuum 2010 

Men celebrated by later generations normally achieve fame through their 

contribution to a particular area of human endeavour. San Juan de la Cruz 

(1542-91) achieved greatness on two counts; in the realm of spirituality, as a 

mystic; in literature, as a poet. He stands at a high peak in the mystical tradition 

of the Christian west. The Mystical Doctor of The Roman Catholic Church, he is 

also regarded by many as one of the greatest lyrical poets that Spain has ever produced. To 

understand and explore his work, both sides of his achievement must be examined. 

 

In this book, Peter Tyler shows how the roots of the Western mystical tradition go very deep and the 

discovery of Dionysius profoundly altered the direction of this tradition. Here is as clear an 

exposition as it is possible to find of the life and teachings of the diminutive Carmelite Friar whose 

influence has been so very profound.  

 

 

The second book launch was for  Climate and Christ, by Sarum Visiting Scholar Edward Echlin, 
ecological theologian. 

Climate and Christ, Edward Echlin  Columba 2010 

Climate  and Christ describes what climate change is and how it happens, and 
suggests ways in which ordinary people can help to mitigate it. It also describes the 
process of evolution, and proposes that Christian ecology must henceforth integrate 
evolution.  A chapter on Jesus Christ discusses Jesus’ own ecology, from birth to 
resurrection, including the ‘agrarian’ Jewish ethos which he inherited and lived in his 

own alternative itinerant lifestyle, preparing and preaching the kingdom. A final chapter makes 
suggestions for our own ‘prophetic alternative’ lifestyles inspired by Christ. This includes the 
principles of local sustainability, and an agrarian economics not predicated on everlasting ‘growth’, 
because we have reached the end of earth’s biocapacity. We henceforth need alternative lifestyles 
of quality, earth care, and sharing. Edward Echlin practices what he preaches and grows vegetables 
and 90 varieties of fruits in his garden in East Sussex. 

 

 

 



Last week was Independent Booksellers Week.  I wouldn’t be surprised if you missed it, but there 

was actually some media coverage on it. 

 

This is a movement in its third year and growing, to celebrate independent bookselling.  Some online 

giants may be cheaper (but not with all titles ) but where else but the independents can you browse 

new titles?  Where else can you phone and ask for advice? We will read out blurbs to you, suggest 

titles, tell you a range of titles on the shelves on a certain subject and be pleased to see you! The 

only time we get a little annoyed is when people regard us as a showcase for Amazon.  If you see it 

in our shop, please buy it there – or we may not be there next time! 

 

The Shack has finally come off the best seller lists.  By the first week of May, it had 

spent 100 consecutive weeks on the New York Times paperback trade fiction 

bestseller list, with more than 50 weeks at number one.  There are now more than 

12 million copies of the Shack in print.  Have you read it?   What did you think of it? 

 

 

 

Taylor takes on Pullman 

Have you read Pullman’s Good man Jesus and the Scoundrel Christ? Author and Church of England 

clergyman GP Taylor has spoken against Pullman’s attacks on the church on radio and TV.  His new 

book YHWH the flood ς the fish and the giant is a fast –paced novel based on Bible stories. “It is 

estimated that 90% of children and young people in this country are Biblically illiterate” said Taylor.  

“Even classic tales such as David and Goliath, Samson and Jonah are very much unknown.   Yet, 

much of our language is based on Biblical quotations and rooted in the Bible – and next year is the 

400th anniversary of the Bible in English”.  YHWH the Flood ς the Fish & the Giant is an adaptation of 

some of the greatest stories ever told rewritten for the Harry Potter generation. “This book is going 

head to head with the one by Philip Pullman”, says Taylor, “so it should be interesting and a lively 

debate”. (based on an article in Christian Market place June 10 2010) 



Our second hand department  is still growing! More donations of no longer 

wanted books ŀǊŜ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 5ƻ ǎŀȅ ΨƘŜƭƭƻΩ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ-working volunteer, if you 

are in the shop on a Thursday. 

There is now an armchair in the second hand basement so you can browse in comfort.  We also 

have some books in our workroom, so do ask if ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  ²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ 

have a copy ςor be able to get one.  You can also ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛǎƘ ƭƛǎǘΩ ŦƻǊ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ 

appear one day. 

 

 
 

On a lighter note  
  

More entries from  church magazines (or so I’m told) 

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket 
and come prepared to sin.  
--------------------------  
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend him their electric girdles 
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.  
--------------------------  
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.  
--------------------------  
The school drama group will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church hall on Friday at 7 
PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.  
--------------------------  
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use large double door at 
the side entrance.  
--------------------------  
  

 
 

 

If anyone would like to review a book, please let me know 

Any comments on the bulletin or ideas for what you would like to see in future issues,  

please let me know 

Find us on Facebook – we now have 22 fans!  

To buy a book phone 01722 326899 or reply to this email 

To borrow a book from the library see the library catalogue www.sarum.ac.uk/library Phone 01722 424803 

Please forward this email to anyone you think might be interested.If you don’t wish to receive any more 

occasional bulletins, please email with Unsubscribe Bookshop Bulletin in the subject line. 

mailto:jmonds@sarum.ac.uk
mailto:jmonds@sarum.ac.uk
http://www.sarum.ac.uk/library%20Phone%2001722%20424803
mailto:jmonds@sarum.ac.uk

